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What’s On
St. John’s, Stranraer.
Sunday Service
11-00am….Holy Communion 1982 Scottish Liturgy.
During our interregnum Canon Nigel will be presiding on the
second Sunday in the month.
Thursday Service
11-00am….Holy Communion.

Dates for your Diary
December

1st…….Advent Sunday.
1st……..Ecumenical Service at Glenapp Church at 3-00pm.
12th … ...Stillbirth Remembrance Service 7-00pm at St. John’s - organised by town’s midwives.
14th……Christmas Concert for Aldouran Glen by Galloway Voices 7 -30pm at Baptist Church.
19th… Family Carol Service, 6-30pm at St. John’s in conjunction with Marie Curie.
25th……Nativity of our Lord - Christmas Day at 11-00am.
26th……No Thursday Holy Communion Service today.

January

2nd……..No Thursday Holy Communion Service today.
5th…….. Ecumenical Service at Glenapp Church at 3-00pm.
26th……. Sunday Holy Communion Service at 11-30am - Rev. Stephen Hazlett presiding.

Christmas Fellowship Meal is cancelled.
Our Digital Church.

The second in the series of talks by our Digital Missioner, Petko Marinov was held in
St Ninian's, Prestwick.
The Diocese are very keen for all charges to have a presence on the internet.
The most popular is Facebook where information is regularly updated and passed automatically
around the Diocese. If anyone can help St John's maintain their presence, please let me know.
This is a journalistic job and no computer knowledge is required.
Donald.

Prayer for December
Many things to many people,
Gifts and parties, candle glow,
Hymns for carols, prayers for healing,
Holly berries, mistletoe.
Times of sadness, lonely feelings,
Memories to fill the nights,
Children's faces, bright eyes shining,
Santa's grotto, fairy lights.
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Stories of the Christmas angel,
One enduring, guiding star,
Shepherds in the fields abiding,
Wise men travelling afar.
Christmas has another meaning,
Here and now or far away,
Hope and peace and love for sharing,
Make it Christmas every day ! Hazel.

Christmas message …………….
To be honest, I am not a great fan of Christmas --- at least the commercial
variety. My family have likened me to Dickens’ Scrooge, and even gave me a
Bah Humbug hat which I wear with pride! The trouble is the Christian
Christmas has been rather squeezed out. A newspaper cartoon depicted two
women waiting for a bus near a church. One turned to the other and pointed
to the notice board advertising a Carol service; even the Church is cashing in on
Christmas these days she grumbled.
For many people Christmas is sadly only an opportunity for excess eating and
drinking. I was a Vicar in Sunderland for many years. The local council
erected a wonderful neon - lit Christmas Nativity scene on the gable of
Sunderland Minster, where I ministered. It was activated by passing footfall;
fine when the street was filled with shoppers. One night very late a rather
inebriated gentleman was passing by alone when he activated the crib scene
with the holy family, shepherds, wise men, and an angelic choir suddenly singing Hark the Herald Angels ( it was audio as well as visual). He RAN home to
his wife saying he had seen a heavenly vision and swore he would never
“touch another drop!”. Her reply cannot be printed here but perhaps the
message of a Christmas conversion, like that of Scrooge, is what is really
needed. I have been privileged to get to know many of you since I have
become your Interim Priest. Sadly this has often been in home illness and
hospital visits, and even a funeral I have conducted. For many of us as we get
older it would be tempting to think that Christmas is only for children.
Nothing could be further from the truth. In Charles Wesley’s great carol
which we have just referred to, we sing; Light and life to all He brings, risen with
healing on His wings. Mild He lays His glory by, born that man no more may die.
I wish you all a truly Happy Christmas and peaceful New Year, and assure you
of my prayers and pastoral support for your future, both as a congregation
and individuals, many of whom work so hard to keep St. John’s church alive
and spiritually prosperous .

Rev. Stephen Hazlett, Interim Priest
A Christmas Blessing
May the joy of the angels,
The gladness of the shepherds,
The worship of the wise men,
And the peace of the Christ Child,
Be yours this Christmas.
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Professor Jack Macqueen.
1929 - 2019
Many friends, neighbours and members of St.
John's joined together on Sunday 3rd
November to remember Jack in a short
service of remembrance led by Canon Nigel
Newton.
The first hymn was The Lord's my Shepherd
followed by Nigel's address which was the
eulogy used by Rev. Stephen Hazlett at the
service in Edinburgh the previous day. Lovely
photographs of Jack, his wife and family were
shown on the screen as we learned about Jack's amazing university life, his
many hobbies and his busy retirement here in Wigtownshire. Jack held many
roles in St. John's and even when things became very difficult in recent years
Jack always showed a continuing optimistic spirit.
Tributes were given by church members, Frances his neighbour, Dr. Jane
Murray of The Whithorn Trust and Eric Wilson of Stranraer and District
Local History Trust. Donald then played a video made by Hector
MacQueen, one of Jack's sons, before Hazel read the intercessions.
The final hymn, Now Thank We All our God, was a fitting choice as we all
reflected on our own personal memories of Jack and his rich, full life.
The family is planning a
service in Kirkmaiden
church sometime in the
future to commemorate
Jack and they expressed a
hope to meet many of us
there.
Margaret Pratt.
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Meeting with the Primus, The Most Reverend Mark Strange
at St John's on 14th November 2019.
This was a meeting for the three vestries of Wigtownshire to discuss the
process for appointing a new priest and was requested by the Primus.
Twenty three people were present.
The Primus encouraged free discussion which was acted on by the members.
I report the main points and omit the various discussions.
We again brought up our concerns about the siting of the rectory in
Glenluce. We understood the reasoning behind this previous decision but
regretted that it had been a failure and certainly was not good for our previous priest. We felt that our local knowledge had not been listened to in the
past deliberations. We were unanimous about this.
Regarding the process of appointing a new priest which had recently been a
problem between us and the diocese, the Primus agreed that the process had
been wrong and in future would be as set by the business world.
i.e Advertise with closing date included.
After the closing date the three vestries are to meet to select name or
names from the applicants. Applicants selected become candidates for
interview. Interviews arranged.
The Primus would ensure that this process was the norm for future applications throughout the diocese. He would take back our feelings to the
Bishop's staff group which was due to meet on Monday following.
He would inform us of the decisions made.
I believe that members felt that at last they were being listened to .
There is also a frustration that we are still no further forward.
Anne McWilliam.

GALLOWAY VOICES

Christmas Charity Concert - for Aldouran Glen.
Saturday, December 14th, 7.30pm.
Baptist Church, Stranraer

.

Music for all, Stranraer

On November16th. The Kapten Trio performed a selection
from Debussy, Mozart and Brahms to an audience of over 30
They also performed a new piece by Scottish composer
Emily Doolittle entitled Bowhead. This is based on the song
of the Bowhead Whale known as the' Jazz singer of the sea'
and proved to be a realsitic and haunting sound.
Next concert is in 9th February.
Donald
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Prayers needed for respect and grace during the General Election
The Most Rev Mark Strange, Bishop of Moray, Ross & Caithness and Primus
of the Scottish Episcopal Church is quoted in the Church Times calling for
prayer for those standing for election on the 12th , and their families, and
for campaigning to be conducted “in a spirit of respect and grace with a view
to bringing healing and reconciliation to the divisions we have seen in our
society in recent times”.

Scottish Interfaith Week
Scottish Interfaith Week took
place this year between
10th - 17th November.
During the week dozens of special
events took place throughout
Scotland, bringing people from different faiths together to meet, learn and
build friendships.
This year the theme was 'Eat Share Love', and there was the opportunity to
experience each other's faith and culture by sharing good food and stories.
To find out more please visit www.scottishinterfaithweek.org
Compassion
Please remember - Fill and Return your ‘Compassion Tubes’ on a regular basis.

Our Interim priest the Rev Stephen Hazlett welcomes any enquiries from the
congregation. Anyone requiring pastoral care should contact him direct on
telephone Tel. 01557 620132 or 07900231360. or email stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
Also, if any members of the congregation are in hospital or need a visit then
he should be contacted direct.
www.stjohnsstranraer.co.uk and www.wechurches.org.uk
Have you visited our web sites yet? Latest news of What’s on, links to the Scottish Episcopal
Church Diocesan site and includes the other charges in Wigtownshire.
Various publications including past issues of the ‘Church News’, and
lots more. Now Inspires magazine on line www.pisky.scot
Please feel free to contact me if you would like to contribute a piece for the
Church News or any comments regarding contents of previous issues.
Contact details can be found on the back page.
Ian Taylor. Editor.
The views expressed are not necessarily those of the editor.
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Janet
Matthew 1
v 18-25
Anne
Luke 2
v 1 - 14

Margaret Pratt
Isaiah 7 v 10 - 16
Romans 8 v1 - 7

Linda
Isaiah 9 v 2 - 7
Titus 2 v 11 - 14

Epiphany
(R.S.)
Ian Arbon

January 5th

Christmas 1
(R.S.) Anne

December 29th

Isaiah 60 v 1 - 6
Psalm 72 v 1 - 7,10 - 14
Ephesians 3 v 1 - 12

Kay

Isaiah 63 v 7 - 9
Hebrews 2 v 10 - 18

Derek

v 2 - 11

James 5 v 7 - 10

(R.S.)
Janet
December 22nd
Advent 4
(R.S.)
Anne
December 25th
Christmas Day
(R.S.)
Anne

Matthew 2
v 1 - 12

Ian Arbon

Matthew 2
v 13 - 23

Jose

Nigel
Matthew 3
v 1- 12
Jill
Matthew 11

Canon Nigel
December 15th
Advent 3

December 8th
Advent 2

Matthew 24
v 36 - 44

Ian Arbon

Gospel

Janet

Hazel

Annabel

Eileen

Anne

Janet

Margaret Pratt

Prayers

Readers December 2019

Isaiah 2 v 1 - 5
Psalm 122
Romans 13 v 11 - 14
Kay
Isaiah 11 v 1 - 10
Psalm 72 v 1– 7, 18 -19
Romans 15 v 4 -13
Derek
Isaiah 35 v 1 - 10

Linda

Old & New Testament

Advent Sunday
(R.S.)

December 1st

Date

Ian Clarke

Margaret Pratt

Derek

Ian Clarke

Derek

Margaret Pratt

Derek

Welcomer

Donald

Chris

David

Chris

Rudy

Donald

Projectionist
Chris

Who’s Who
at
St John’s, Stranraer

Interim Priest in Charge
Worship Leader
Pastoral Team
Pastoral Team
Secretary
Treasurer
Property Officer
Deputy Property Officer
Child Protection &
Vulnerable Adults
Lay Representative
Alt. Lay Representative
Flowers Organiser
Pastoral Minister
Organist (when available)
Rector’s Warden
People’s Warden
Hymn Selection

Revd. Stephen Hazlett
Mr Ian Arbon
Mrs Anne McWilliam
Mrs Janet Peers
Mr Donald Peers
Mr Chris Cain
Mr David McMillan
Mr Ian Clarke

01557 620132
01465 841194
01776 258518
01581 400284
01581 400284
01776 810487
01776 707134
01776 870441

Mrs Linda Highley
Mrs Anne McWilliam
Mr Derek Highley
Mrs Hazel Cain
Mrs Anne McWilliam
Mrs Hannah Arbon
Vacant
Mrs Hazel Cain
Mrs Jean Ross.

01776 810733
01776 258518
01776 810733
01776 810487
01776 258518
01465 841194
01776 810487

St. John’s, North Strand Street, Stranraer DG9 7LD
E-mail: stjohnsstranraer@hotmail.co.uk
Editor:-Ian Taylor Tel.01581500265 Email. craignarget@btinternet.com
Websites:- www.stjohnsstranraer.co.uk & www.wechurches.org.uk
Charity No. SCO23329
Printed by Peter Caldwell Printers, 28-32 Fisher Street, Stranraer.
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