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What 6s On
St . Johnods, Stranr aer .

Sunday Service
11.00amé. Holy Communion 1982 Scotti ¢
During our interregnum Canon Nigel will be presiding on the
second Sunday in the month.

Thursday Service
11.00amé. Holy Communi on.

Dates for your Diary

January

2ndéé. . No Thursday Holy Communion Servic
5t héée. Ecumeni cal Ser00pnce at Gl enapp Ch
26t héé. Sunday Hol y 11c36ammRev.iSephen$azietvpresiding. a t
31stéé.. (1953) Commemoration of sinking
February

2ndéé. . Ecumenical Ser viOOpne at Gl enapp Chu
6théé. . . Fel |-GDpns bupper at30gnhwiith séhg along. More details later.

9t héé. . . MdlaiSaapliine at8B®&Iplm i n St . Johnds.

26t héé.. Ash Wednesday

To Canon Robin and Rev. Beth and Alf.
The congregation was pleased to hear your news and know that we are still fondly remem-
bered. We are sad to hear of your health problems and wish you to know thatamauall in
our prayers, and, that we thank you for all your help and guidance in the past.

We send you our best wishes for a peaceful and blessed new year.

With love from all at St John's. The congregation.
Prayer for January
A whole new yearTlhevanew wear Lios dag
The path we all MAmueshamnceatdo start
And only you canBstewéhpeadycour gdg
And just what | ieasdahepd, and | ove
Wi | | there be dalysowmfybappi ness,
With | aughter, jByeand WwahRkR beside
Or times when saveess abdeal | our
al ong, Then, in our heart
And darkness hidesi ¢the sUGBB forwar
Hazel.




A few words fromeééee
|l t6s never easy to write a New Year me
tradition of making Resolutions that we never keep for more than a few days, so |
decided to try to stick with the theme of Epiphany and what that could mean to us in
a practical way. By the time you read this, | should have preached on the subject of
the Epiphany, when we observe it, on Sunddy)5a nuary, so | don
myself too much. However, what | noted then was that each of us could expect to
have times in our lives when we experience a personal epipBahgt moment
when the oO0lightbulb comes ondé in our t
A number of you have been asking me questions recently about practical ways in
which we can help deal with Climate Change, a field where there still seems to be
some confusi on i ndnotkeasyamgng auppolidciass inthe K s
Maybe we could have an O6Epiphanyd on t
As most of you know, | have worked in the field of sustainable energy for over 40
years (in industry, learned societies and academia) and am excited because 2020 is
shaping up to be a crucial year for our attempts to deal with the impacts and effects
of Climate Change. This is especially true for the UK and for Scotland in particular,
as the B@EE Caf@rPnce of the Partieds coming to the SEC in Glas-
gow from 09 to 20 November 2020. Given that CGE5, in Madrid, has recently
ended inconclusively, there is now great pressure for CB#to produce some
tangible result, not least to justify the need for an estimated 30,000 people to jet into
Glasgow, with all of the attendant GHGs (Greenhouse Gas Emissions) they produce
2020 is also a significant year because it is the target date set, a decade or so ago,
the achievement of many of the international commitments which our Government
has made on our behalf. It is ironic that by the time of G@®, it will have become
very apparent that the UK will have failed to achieve almost all of these commit-
ments, at least without resorting to the manipulation of statistics!
It has been fascinating to observe the international outcry over the spectacular New
Year firework display in Sydney, NSW, at the same time that thousands of people in
and around that city are losing their homes and even their lives as a result of the
raging bushfires which are generally believed to be caused by Climate Change! Yet
the protests centre around the enormous financial cost and the insensitivity of the
firework display with no acknowledgement of the resultant atmospheric pollution.
Similarly the environmental damage wreaked by huge firework displays all over the
world are ignored; in Edinburgh, the year of C@2B in Glasgow was ushered in by
throwing more dioxins into the sky in one night than would be emitted in a year by
an energyfrom-waste plant which could provide clean eneaydhandle our waste
problem! But such plants are invariably opposed by many in Scotland. The incon-
sistencies are staggering.
As a Christian who passionately believes that God has given us the responsibility fol
the proper O6stewardshipd of His Creatd.i
ple to take Climate Change seriously and to significantly change their lifessiltese
long before Greta Thunberg was born or Extinction Rebellion was thought of!
continued on p
3



Continued from page threeéé. ..

I absolutely share these young peopl e
i naction of world Government s, even t

are not conducive to a successful outcome.

Rather than swamp the Church Magazine with more on the same, | will close with

just one practical illustration of where we, as concerned individuals, could make a

differenced by considering cutting down on the number of flights each of us makes
in a year. We mu s t doftem therdisine malistic adtern@tivea i

but we can at least think about the consequences of our flights. Aircraft are notori-
ously responsible for an enormously high level of GHG emissions, yet they are not

even included (particularly internat:.
tics. Nevertheless, recent analysis has shown that the vast majority of commercial
flights made within and to andi tférsom ot

mainly businesspeople who are jetting around the planet but holidaymakers, just lik
you and me! | would be the first to agree that holidays are very important to us but
we can hardly claim that they are 0es
It is becoming increasingly obvious that, despite all theadted commitments, our
Governments are not going to be able to find the solutions to these problems; the
answer lies in every on of us changing our own behaviour patterns and living more
6sustainabled |ifestyl es. As we begi
banal and pointless 6resolutionsd, I e
how we can change our lives for the bettdrsurely an eminently Christian response!
And a good place to start might be to

[Prof lan M. Arbon CEng, CEnv
Visiting Professor, Centre for Energy Policy
University of Strathclyde]

Obituary
It is with sadness that | report the death of our oldest member, Margaret Clarke whe
died at home in Sandhead on 31st December.
Since becoming a member of St John's she has been too ill to attend church, but w
always pleased to receive home communion from Janet and myself.

Her funeral will be at Roucan Loch crematorium in Dumfries, date to be decided
A memorial service at St John's is to be arranged for a future date. Our prayers|an
sympathy go out to her family Robin, Linda and Rebecca and her devoted compjani

Helen. Anne McWilliam.

W AIISSTI SIS IS SIS SIS SIS IS LSS SIS SIS SISy

# Our next fellowship evening will be held drhursday 6th February at 6 p.m.  with ’

:: supper at 6.30 p.m. followed by a sialpng. All church members and friends are Welcoﬁe.
# Cost of supper to be arranged.

ﬁ Please submit names as soon as possible to Florence Clarke or Jill Wheeldon. #
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Stillbirth Remembrance Service.

19th Annual Service by Clenoch Birthing
stllbireh & neonatal death charity  Centre in association with SANDS (Stillbirth and
: Neonatal Death Charity) was well attended by a
congregation of all ages. A poighant service offef

service was conducted by midwife Gill Deay and

in Wigtown.

There were many readings and songs by a
number of other contributors.

Anyone touched by Stillbirth or needing
counselling or advice were invited to contact
o SANDS direct or any midwife. Donald Peers.

Marie Curie Chiisimas CoMME 18

ing comfort to all faced with this sad situation. The

the Rev. Stephen McGarva from the Baptist Church

St.John®&s Church was t he %fertheMari@QurieT|h u

Christmas Concert. Although it was a very wet and windy evening, the event v

well attended and the church with its greenery and lighted candles looked warm

as

and Christmassy. Marie Curie committee members in their bright yellow uniforms

added to the welcoming atmosphere.

There was a selection of readings interspersed with much loved traditional carp

Eric Wilson was ill and unfortunately unable to accompany our singing. Howe\
Donald (our DJ for the evening!) had clearly worked tremendously hard prepar
for projecting the entire programme of music. So we sang all our favourites.
Additionally there was film of the Georgia Boy Choir (whose visit to Stranraer

S.
er
ng

many of wus wil/ remember) singing OfTh

screen, lively audience participation.

El speth (Jamieson) began the progra
Nativity. More |light hearted was 0a
read by Jean (Ross) of the slow, sad demise of the turkey through twelve days
twelve ways of eating up the | eftov
OA Yorkshire Nativityo was (of cour

accent. Thanks are due also to Janet for her part in arranging this lovely and m
rable service. The raffle was drawn. Jean won a hamper and we all retired to t
0Commi tt ee R0 o mooadniulbed wimeenfincegpiehamiechacadatey
goodies. This was a memorable evening with a warm, friendly atmosphere con
with the knowledge that we at St. J

the wonderful work of the Marie Curie nurses Jill Wheeldon.

From the Register
Death on 31st December 2019 Margaret Clarke Rest in Pe

ace




Combined service on 17 ™ November
St John's Church in Dumfries know how to get to know their new vestry acquainted
with each other- book a weekend at the North West Castle hotel! They then
enquired about our Sunday Service. Rev Stephen Hazlett agreed to me asking|the
to take the service and so it was arranged. Rev Janice Aiton, assisted by Rev Dr
James Clark Maxwell, led the service which was attended by 32 people. They had
chosen the hymns, read the readings and provided a guitarist and two singers for tl
communion hymn. It was lovely to hear such a volume of sound in our church.
Hannah Arbon played the organ and Donald Peers projected the hymns.
Afterwards we all enjoyed the fellowship and friendliness of both congregations
mixing together.
PS. | have suggested to Chris that St John's Stranraer take a leaf out of their book
and have an Oaway we ek end-get!bAane Mdwdiamh g s

lden Wedding Anniversar
SO den Wedding ersary Members Rudy andoseé celebrateo

F their recent 50th Wedding Annive
' sary by bringing a lovely big celebfa-
tion cake to church.They got
== married on October 3% 1969 and
celebrated the occasion in The
Netherlands together with their
daughter Angélique and son Erik
and their partners Martin and
Hélene who had invited them for a
weekend to the hotel near the city
' of Maastricht where they had sper|
| their honeymoon fifty years ago.
_ Many thanks to them both for
sharing their special occasion with
all of us in this way.

—t

www.stjohnsstranraer.co.uk and www.wechurches.org.uk

Have you visited our web sites yet? Liat
Church Diocesan site and includes the other charges in Wigtownshire.
Various publications incl udi niEes

Facebook
page

lots more. Now Inspires magazine on line www.pisky.scot

Please feel free to contact me if you would like to contribute a piece for th
Church News or any comments regarding contents of previous issues.

Contact details can be found on the back page. lan Taylor. Editor . 7
The views expressed are not necessarily those of the editor.
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Interim Priest in Charge
Worship Leader
Pastoral Team

Pastoral Team
Secretary

Treasurer

Property Officer
Deputy Property Officer
Child Protection &
Vulnerable Adults

Lay Representative

Alt. Lay Representative
Flowers Organiser
Pastoral Minister

Organist (when available)
Rectords Ward
Peopleds Ward

Hymn Selection

THE SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL

AL

St.

Johnos,

Revd. Stephen Hazlett
Prof lan M. Arbon
Mrs Anne McWilliam
Mrs Janet Peers

Mr Donald Peers

Mr Chris Cain

Mr David McMillan
Mr lan Clarke

Mrs Linda Highley
Mrs Anne McWilliam
Mr Derek Highley
Mrs Hazel Cain

Mrs Anne McWilliam
Mrs Hannah Arbon
Vacant

Mrs Hazel Cain

Mrs Jean Ross.

% E-mail: stjohnsstranraer@hotmail.co.uk /
Editor-lan Taylor Tel.01581500265 Email. craignarget@btinternet.cor&
Websites: www.stjohnsstranraer.co.uk & www.wechurches.org.uk
Charity No. SC0O23329

Printed by Peter Caldwell PrinteB82 E&her Street, Stranraer.
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