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What’s On
St. John’s, Stranraer.
Sunday Service
11-00am….Holy Communion 1982 Scottish Liturgy.
During our interregnum Canon Nigel will be presiding on the
second Sunday in the month.
Thursday Service
11-00am….Holy Communion.

Dates for your Diary
March

1st………St. David’s Day.
1st………Ecumenical Service at Glenapp Church at 3-00pm.
4th…….. Group Lent Course on Pastoral Visiting at Challoch with Rev Stephen Hazlett.
6th…….. World Day of Prayer, Ecumenical Service. St. John’s, Stranraer at 7-00pm.
9th…….. Vestry Meeting at 7-00pm.
17th……..St. Patrick’s Day.
22nd…….Mothering Sunday.

April
5th……..Palm Sunday.
5th……..Ecumenical Service at Glenapp Church at 3-00pm.
9th…….Maundy Thursday.
10th……Good Friday.
12th……Easter Sunday.

From the Register
Death on 11th February 2020

Christopher Cain

Rest in Peace

Prayer for March
Bless our beautiful land, O Lord , with its wonderful variety of people,
of races, cultures and languages.
May we be a nation of laughter and joy, of justice and reconciliation, of peace
and unity, of compassion, caring and sharing.
We pray this prayer, in the name of Jesus our Lord.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu
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A few words from……………
It’s fairly common to hear people describing what they’re “giving up for Lent” each year,
but many of the details about Lent itself are less-discussed and/or less-known by the
general public. If you haven’t grown up with a religious background that observes Lent
(or really, even if you have!), there are understandable questions you may be curious
about it in regard to this annual acknowledgement. Thankfully, we have everything you
need to know about this period of preparation for Easter, and are here to answer
some of your Lent 2020 questions, Lent is typically observed by various denominations
of Christianity, such as Catholics, Lutherans, Anglicans, Episcopalians, Methodists and
more. The word “Lent” comes from the longer Old English word “Lencten,” which
means “Spring.” Although the period of Lent begins in the winter on “Ash Wednesday” (26th February) it continues into the spring season, concluding on the weekend of
Easter Sunday. Already, you might be thinking that “Ash Wednesday” and “giving things
up” don’t necessarily sound like celebratory events, but while the observance of Lent
has solemn components to it, it’s also filled with Hope, Faith, Love and striving to focus
more on God and less on oneself. We’ll elaborate on these underlying themes below,
but first, we’ll answer some questions about when Lent begins and ends this year –
(Ash Wednesday through to Palm Sunday- the Sunday next before Easter Day): As the
Calvin Institute of Christian Worship states, “Lent invites us to make our hearts
ready for remembering Jesus’ passion and celebrating Jesus’ resurrection.”
Although a solemn time, it is also a hopeful, expectant time of prayer and fasting before
acknowledging/celebrating Jesus’ death and then His subsequent defeat of the grave on
Easter. As Pope Francis has shared, this is a period of time where we can strive to
abandon idolatry (which is putting anything in our lives above God) as well as the “self sufficiency of our ego, and to acknowledge our need of the Lord and his mercy.” The
Calvin Institute of Christian Worship adds, “The Lenten season is set aside for self examination, spiritual renewal, and growth.” So how do we celebrate? One of the most
common ways of celebrating Lent is giving up something significant in your life, which
can simultaneously help its observers reflect on Jesus’ sacrifice of dying for their sake.
What you give up can be something you enjoy, like sugar, sweets, alcohol, etc., or
something you spend your time doing, like watching TV or scrolling through Instagram,
and then, ideally, you’ll replace that time with spiritual disciplines such as praying or
reading your Bible. Specifically, some Christians fast from (give up) meat during the
Fridays of Lent (as well as “Ash Wednesday”), and others refrain from eating meat on
Fridays year-round. The National Conference of Bishops has explained in 1966 that
because Jesus suffered on a Friday, this would be the day that they would have set
apart, and added, “Our deliberate, personal abstinence from meat…will be an outward
sign of inward spiritual values that we cherish.”
continued on page four…………….
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Continued from page three…….

Other ways to observe Lent can include participating in more-frequent church
services and sharing resources with those less fortunate. Both volunteering, as well
as donating to organizations that help the poor, are encouraged in various Christian
denominations. Throughout the season of Lent, the goal is not to focus on your
own sacrifice of giving something up but recognizing that Jesus’ sacrifice for humankind was/is overwhelmingly astounding, giving us salvation, and was/is literally life
changing. Any habit or discipline that makes someone more aware of God’s sovereignty, as well as how much they need God in their day-to-day life is encouraged as a
way of celebrating Lent. So, this year let us prepare for Easter through our Lenten
devotions with the austerity which the seasons demands so that when we come to
celebrate Easter Day after renewing our Baptism vows, we can recall how nearer we
have come to the Lord Jesus:
Yours sincerely in Christ,

Canon Nigel.

Christopher (Chris) Cain 1947 - 2020
A Memorial Service was held on Friday 21st February to commemorate the
life of Chris Cain, in St. Ninian’s, Stranraer which was attended by over 100
people. The service was led by Canon Nigel Newton and we heard a eulogy
from Brian Maxwell - a friend of many years. He described Chris’s life from
birth in Liverpool to life in Portpatrick, his career at sea and his 48 year
marriage to Hazel, his main interests; fishing, church and his great devotion to
his family, wife Hazel, daughter Judith, son Jeffrey and granddaughter Georgina.
Jill Wheeldon read a version of Psalm 23 that was very moving, Helen Maxwell
recited a beautiful Victor Hugo poem and we sang three hymns that were
among Chris’s favourites. Prayers were said by Anne McWilliam and we all
said the Lord’s Prayer together. After a quiet time of contemplation during
which an instrumental version of “A Whiter Shade of Pale” played, Rev Canon
Nigel gave the blessing and we left St. Ninians to come down to St. John’s.
A beautiful buffet meal was served and everyone socialised and agreed that the
whole event was a very fitting tribute to Chris, who will be sadly missed by all.
Annabel Taylor.

Date set for enthronement of new Bishop of Glasgow & Galloway
The Right Reverend Kevin Pearson will be enthroned as the new Bishop of Glasgow
& Galloway at 12 noon on Saturday 4 July, at St Mary’s Cathedral, Glasgow.
Bishop Kevin, who was elected at a meeting of the Episcopal Synod in January, is currently the
Bishop of Argyll and The Isles.
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St. John’s Fellowship evening - 6th February
THE BARD TO THE BEATLES ......
A wonderful fellowship evening took
place on Thursday 6th February in
St. John's church. Around 28
members and friends were treated
to an exceptional two course meal
provided by Caroline's Catering
followed by some great entertainment from Rudy and John. 'All our
Yesterdays' would have been a good
description of the choice of music as
songs from the Beatles, the Searchers and Cliff Richard had us singing along and even
dancing in the aisles!!
A change of tempo marked the middle of the entertainment when John accompanied
by Rudy sang and played favourite Scottish songs - Rose of Annandale, Dark Island and
Ae Fond Kiss being part of the selection. What talent we have in our midst!
Many thanks must go to Florence and Jill for organising this event, to Rudy and John
for entertainment and to Caroline for the meal.
Roll on our next social evening!
Margaret Pratt.

COVID-19 (Coronavirus)
The Chief Medical Officer has assessed the risk as 'Moderate' at present.
The Diocese is however taking this opportunity to remind congregations of good
hygiene practices in general.
Churches should already be following best-hygiene practices that include
advising parishioners with coughs and sneezes to refrain from handshaking
during The Peace and to receive Communion in one kind only.
Carrying tissues and using them to catch coughs and sneezes, and binning
the tissue;
Washing hands with soap and water (for 20 seconds) or using sanitiser gel
to kill germs.
Intinction (dipping) is not recommended at any time as this represents an
infection transmission route as well as a risk to those with certain
allergies.
We suggest individual members of the congregation make an informed choice as to
their best practice at all times.
Updated advice from Public Health England on Monday 17th February 2020
The full document is available in the Narthex.
The Vestry.
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Margaret Clarke 1923 - 2019
A memorial service was held on Saturday 25 th January to commemorate the
life of Margaret Clarke of Sandhead. Although due to ill health she was
unable to attend St. Johns, she supported the Church for 20 years and
enjoyed the visits from our Pastoral Team who took the reserved sacrament
to her.
The service was attended by 29 people, some of St. John’s congregation and
Margaret’s family, carers and friends from Sandhead.
Her favourite hymn was sung (Dear Lord & Father of Mankind) then her
daughter in law, Lynda, read a passage from St. John’s Gospel.
Anne McWilliam led the service and after prayers, read by Hazel, gave a
eulogy that had been read out at the cremation service at Roucan Loch the
previous week, taken by Rev. Stephen Hazlett. This was accompanied by
slides showing Margaret from a child into old age.
Robin Clarke (son) read some poetry followed by Janet Peers, Helen a friend
of 20 years spoke of her friendship which began when she was a carer to
Margaret. Afterwards everyone enjoyed refreshments provided by the family.

Annabel Taylor.

On 22 March 2020 at 6.30 pm at Choral Evensong, the Rev Ian Barcroft and
the Rev Cedric Blakey will be made Honorary Canons in St Mary's
Cathedral, Glasgow.
Our Interim priest the Rev Stephen Hazlett welcomes any enquiries from the
congregation. Anyone requiring pastoral care should contact him direct on
telephone 01557 620132 or 07900231360. or email stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
Also, if any members of the congregation are in hospital or need a visit then
he should be contacted direct.
www.stjohnsstranraer.co.uk and www.wechurches.org.uk
Have you visited our web sites yet? Latest news of What’s on, links to the Scottish Episcopal
Church Diocesan site and includes the other charges in Wigtownshire.
Various publications including past issues of the ‘Church News’, and
lots more. Now Inspires magazine on line www.pisky.scot
Please feel free to contact me if you would like to contribute a piece for the
Church News or any comments regarding contents of previous issues.
Contact details can be found on the back page.
Ian Taylor. Editor.
The views expressed are not necessarily those of the editor.
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Ian Arbon

Anne
John 11
v 1 - 45

Annabel
Ezekiel 37 v 1 - 14
Romans 8 v 6 - 11

Kay
Matthew 21 v 1-11
Psalm 118 v 1-2, 19-29

Derek
Luke 2
v 33 - 35

Anne

Annabel

Margaret Pratt

Anne

Hazel

Nigel
John 3 v 1 - 17

Margaret Pratt
John 4
v 5 - 42

Prayers
Anne

Gospel
Ian Arbon
Matthew 4
v 1-11

Linda
Exodus 2 v 1 - 10
2 Corinthians 1 v 3 - 7

Old & New Testament
Jill
Genesis 2 v 15 - 17; 3 v 1 -7
Psalm 32
Romans 5 v 12 - 19
José
Genesis 12 v 1 - 4
Psalm 121
Romans 4 1 - 5, 13 - 17
Jill
Exodus 17 v 1 - 7
Romans 5 v 1 - 11
Donald

David

Donald

Hazel

Ian Taylor

Margaret Pratt

Donald

Rudy

Ian Clarke

Derek

Projectionist
David

Welcomer
Margaret Pratt

Thank you for your Ministry. Please change with someone else if you are unable to fulfil your slot. Welcomers are
reminded that their presence is most important and if they can not attend, they must find someone to take their place.

March 22nd
Lent 4
Mothering Sunday
Anne (R.S.)
March 29th
Lent 5
(R.S.)
Janet
April 5th
Liturgy of the Palms
(R.S.)
Ian Arbon

Canon Nigel
March 15th
Lent 3
(R.S.)
Janet

Date
March 1st
Lent 1
(R.S.)
Ian Arbon
March 8th
Lent 2

Readers March 2020

Who’s Who
at
St John’s, Stranraer

Interim Priest in Charge
Worship Leader
Pastoral Team
Pastoral Team
Secretary
Treasurer
Property Officer
Deputy Property Officer
Child Protection &
Vulnerable Adults
Lay Representative
Alt. Lay Representative
Flowers Organiser
Pastoral Minister
Organist (when available)
Rector’s Warden
People’s Warden
Hymn Selection

Revd. Stephen Hazlett
Prof Ian M. Arbon
Mrs Anne McWilliam
Mrs Janet Peers
Mr Donald Peers
Mr Rudy Bruens
Mr David McMillan
Mr Ian Clarke

01557 620132
01465 841194
01776 258518
01581 400284
01581 400284

Mrs Linda Highley
Mrs Anne McWilliam
Mr Derek Highley
Mrs Hazel Cain
Mrs Anne McWilliam
Mrs Hannah Arbon
Vacant
Mrs Hazel Cain
Mrs Jean Ross.

01776 810733
01776 258518
01776 810733
01776 810487
01776 258518
01465 841194

01776 707134
01776 870441

01776 810487

St. John’s, North Strand Street, Stranraer DG9 7LD
E-mail: stjohnsstranraer@hotmail.co.uk
Editor:-Ian Taylor Tel.01581500265 Email. craignarget@btinternet.com
Websites:- www.stjohnsstranraer.co.uk & www.wechurches.org.uk
Charity No. SCO23329
Printed by Peter Caldwell Printers, 28-32 Fisher Street, Stranraer.
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